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REMARKS 



Applicants appreciate the Examiner's indication that Claims 1,3-10, 12-27, 54 and 56- 
88 are allowed and that Claims 29-34, 43 and 46-53 would be allowable if rewritten in 
independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening 
claims. Applicants also wish to thank the Examiner for the telephone interview with 
Applicants' attorney on April 1 6, 2007. Although agreement was not reached, Applicant 
submits the above amendment for the Examiner's consideration. 

Claims 28, 36-42, 44-45 and 47 were rejected in the Final Action under 35 U.S.C. § 
103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 6,1 13,543 to Bonnefous. Claims 28 and 
47 have been amended to recite "delivering an acoustic radiation force pulse to a vessel wall 
and/or cardiac tissue." Claims 29 and 48 have been amended for clarity with respect to 
Claims 28 and 47, from which they respectively depend. Applicants submit that the cited art 
does not teach or suggest delivering an acoustic radiation force pulse to a vessel wall and/or 
cardiac tissue and detecting a mechanical property of the vessel wall and/or cardiac tissue as 
recited in independent Claims 28 and 48. Claims 36-42 and 44-45 depend from Claim 28, 
and Applicants submit that such claims are patentable at least per the patentability of the 
independent claim. For at least these reasons. Applicants submit that the rejection under § 
103(a) has been overcome and request that the rejections be withdrawn. 

Accordingly, Applicants submit that the present application is in condition for 
allowance and the same is earnestly solicited. Should the Examiner have any matters 
outstanding of resolution, he is encouraged to telephone the undersigned at 919-854-1400 for 
expeditious handling. 
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